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The Impact of Student-Led TPR Method on Vocabulary

Acquisition in Chinese as a Second Language

Abstract

The Total Physical Response (TPR) teaching method, developed by the
renowned American educational psychologist Dr. James J. Asher, is widely used in
the field of teaching English as a second language and has achieved significant
success. In recent years, TPR has gradually been applied in the teaching of Chinese as
a second language, with some related studies emerging. However, in both English and
Chinese second language teaching, researchers predominantly adhere to a teacher-led
approach in the implementation of TPR. This paper explores the impact of a
student-led TPR approach on second language learning and offers new insights.

The study was conducted at an international school in mainland China, focusing
on 10 students at Level 1 in Chinese. Through two rounds of action research, the
study primarily examined the students' vocabulary acquisition in Chinese as a second
language. Vocabulary tests and interviews were employed to analyze the effects of the
two different TPR approaches on students' vocabulary abilities. The results indicate
that the student-led TPR method is more effective in enhancing students' vocabulary
acquisition compared to the teacher-led TPR method.

Keywords: TPR teaching method; Student-led; Chinese as a second language;

Vocabulary acquisition
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